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Participatory Community Design Chart

News aggregator: collects and caches articles
directly into the MysQL database.

RSS: aggregates event-based or update-driven
content, such as blogs and news articles into
syndication.

Automatically captured citations: offer more
precise control for integrating bibliographic infor-
mation for scholarly writing projects

Granular level of privacy: allows users to
choose whether to keep data private or public.
This feature is important for scholars concerned
with intellectual property.

Rich-text notes in Arabic and English: Easy to
keep annotations, jots, and notes in one place, and
all searchable. The ability to record notes about
library items is essential to conducting useful
research.
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PARTICIPATORY COMMUNITY DESIGN:

STAFF, ADVISORY BOARD, AND USERS

The initiative brings together personnel living in Santa
Cruz, California; Washington, dc; New York, New York;
Cape Town, South Africa; Beirut, Lebanon; and Ramallah,
West Bank, Palestine. The current R-Shief community of
core stakeholders and actors—comprised of a project, a
programmer, an assistant, and board members—has relied
on common social and project networking sites like Face-
book and Basecamp, along with the more traditional email
and telephone communication internally throughout the
development of this project.

STAFF

Laila Shereen Sakr, Project Director, brings consider-
able experience in developing and designing highly visible
information platforms for projects and organizations
related to the Middle East and North Africa, including
The Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Islamic Studies Program’s
Islamopedia Project at Harvard University, Georgetown
University’s Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, and
the Middle East Research and Information Project.
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Dalia Anani, Staff Assistant, will mainly assist the proj-
ect director in her duties. The main role of the intern is to
upload assets to the site and add metatags. The assistant is
also responsible for documenting the collaborative process
involved in the development of the R-Shief Initiative.

Manal Hassan, Programming Consultant, brings a new
generation of technical support to the Arabic-language
programming field. She is one of six developers to have
successfully installed Drupal in Arabic. While she works
as an IT consultant and programmer, Hassan also brings
critical training experience.

ADVISORY BOARD

The advisory board plays a key role in R-Shief network,
offering advice and direction from the various disciplines
and fields. Board members (historians, anthropologists,
literature scholars, filmmakers, policymakers, political
scientists, bibliographers, web developers and designers)
incorporate their own research methods and interdisciplin-
ary approaches to help shape the vision of the initiative.

USERS

The main audience for R-Shief is a community of various
actors: students, scholars, technical experts, policy-makers,
artists, librarians, and other transnational citizens con-
cerned with the knowledge production.

FINAL PRODUCTION AND DISSEMINATION

The final production of this project is a forum of techni-
cal experts, artists, policymakers, librarians, and scholars
who work together to build and continually modify their
own mix of applications into one website that archives
digital information.

Mash-up is certainly an exciting new genre of Web
applications. The combination of data modeling technolo-
gies stemming from the semantic web domain and the
maturation of loosely-coupled, service-oriented, platform-
agnostic communication protocols is finally providing the
infrastructure needed to start developing applications that
can leverage and integrate the massive amount of informa-
tion that is available on the Web. R-Shief is interested to
see how the genre impacts social issues such as fair-use
and intellectual property as well as other application do-
mains that integrate data across boundaries.

There was a time when Westerners knew very little and
cared even less about the Middle East and North Africa.
But this has changed dramatically. The reasons are many,
and are evident. However, getting to know and understand
Middle Eastern culture is not easy for others. First, they
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are locked up into an outsider’s perspective, and second,
that perspective is defined by negative, political media
representations locally, and poor self-representation by
people in the region. To put it differently, if the truth is the
sun as Averroes says, our different ways of knowing it, our
different languages, are creating different patterns of light
and shadow. Communication is blocked; misinterpreta-
tion leads to unjust conclusions and more ignorance than
light. Who is in a better position to contribute to creating
a platform upon which the Middle Eastern and Western
minds can meet than the transnational citizen?

BIOGRAPHIES

Advisory Board Member/Historian

Osama Abi-Mershed, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of
History at Georgetown University. His research interests
include colonial Algeria, colonial education, modern
France, and Franco-Maghribi relations. He teaches courses
on the history of North Africa and the Western Mediter-
ranean (medieval and modern); of Muslim Spain; of the
Muslim and Arab worlds; and of the modern Middle East.

Staff Assistant/Intermedia Artist

Dalia Anani is a senior undergraduate Art student at

the University of California in Santa Cruz. She has
focused the subject matter of her intermedia-based work
on Arab-American issues. Born and raised in southern
California, which has a strong Arab-American commu-
nity, Anani offers unique perspective on a new diasporic
youth post-9/11 generation. In the summer of 2008 she
spent six weeks volunteering in a Palestinian refugee
camp with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(uNrRwa). She visits the Middle East often, and is profi-
cient in Arabic.

Advisory Board Member/

Asset Management Expert and Bibliographer

Brenda E. Bickett is the Middle Eastern & Islamic Studies
Bibliographer at Georgetown University Library. Educated
at the University of Texas-Austin and the University of
Michigan, where she earned master’s degrees in Middle
Eastern Studies and Library/Information Science, her
languages include Arabic, French, Italian, Persian and
Turkish and she has traveled /studied/worked in Egypt,
France, Sultanate of Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
Turkey, Her research interests are all over the maps of

the region, by discipline and geography. She is active in
the Middle East Librarians and the Middle East Studies
associations where she has worked on digital initiatives for
preservation and creation of new media.
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Advisory Board Member/Lawyer and Musician
Shahid Buttar is a civil rights lawyer, hip-hop mc, inde-
pendent columnist, grassroots community organizer,
singer and poet. Professionally, he will in May 2009
assume leadership of the Bill of Rights Defense Commit-
tee as Executive Director. He also resistance at the 2005
Counter-Inaugural and the 2004 Republican National
Convention—where Democracy Now! named one of his
public addresses among “The Best of 2004.” Shahid gradu-
ated in 2003 from Stanford Law School. As a musician,
Buttar has performed around the world for audiences as
large as 50,000. His debut cp, Get Outta Your Chair, was
released in 2008 and features music from the funk, blues,
hip-hop, house, drum ‘n bass, and South Asian fusion
traditions. He also writes a column on politics and consti-
tutional law for Huffington Post.

Advisory Board Member/Literature Scholar

Carol N. Fadda-Conrey is an assistant professor of Eng-
lish at Syracuse University. Her research and teaching
interests include the study of gender, race, ethnicity,
religion, war, trauma, and transnational identities in
Arab and Arab-American literary texts. Her essays on
Middle Eastern and Arab American literature have
appeared in Studies in the Humanities, MELUS, and

Al Raida, as well as in the edited collections Arabs in
America: Interdisciplinary Essays on the Arab Diaspora
(2006) and Arab Women's Lives Retold: Exploring Identity
Through Writing (2007).

Advisory Board Member/

Researcher and NGo Director

Kathryn M. Coughlin is President of the Global Research
Group, a non-profit organization that produces schol-
arly research on and engages in public diplomacy in the
wider Islamic world. She completed her doctoral exams
(with distinction) in Islamic History at Georgetown
University specializing in Islamic law, but abandoned her
dissertation for active public service. Ms. Coughlin has
taught, lectured and/or delivered papers in the Middle
East, North America, Europe and Asia on a wide range
of subjects including religion and gender; Islamic law;
religion and modernity; and U.S. foreign policy and the
Middle East. Ms. Coughlin’s research has been supported
by a number of American and international foundations
including the U.S. Social Science Research Council and
the Arbeitskreis Moderne Und Islam (Germany). Her
publications include a reference work on Muslim cultures
in sixteen countries,” a biographical dictionary on post-
Saddam Iraq (forthcoming late 2009). On sabbatical
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from GRG in 2008-2009, Ms. Coughlin is a Research
Fellow with the Islam in the West Program at Harvard
University’s Center for Middle East Studies.

Film and Digital Media Consultant

Sharon Daniel is Chair of the Digital Arts and New Media
Program, and Associate Professor of Film and Digital
Media at the University of California, Santa Cruz where
she teaches classes in digital media theory and practice.
Her research involves collaborations with communities
that focus on the use and development of information
and communications technologies for social inclusion.
Daniel’s work has been exhibited internationally at muse-
ums, festivals including the Corcoran Biennial 2001, the
University of Paris I, the Dutch Electronic Arts Festival,
Ars Electronica and the Lincoln Center Festival as well
as on the Internet. Her essays have been published in
books and professional journals and she has presented at
a variety of international venues including the conference
“contested commons” in New Delhi, India. More recently,
Daniel’s net.art work Public Secrets was launched in 2007
in the fourth issue of Vectors Journal of Culture and Tech-
nology in a Dynamic Vernacular. It was named a Webby
“honoree” in the 2007 Webby Awards, the so-called
“academy awards of the internet”

Advisory Board Member/

Political Scientist and Filmmaker

Bassam Haddad is Director of the Middle East Studies
Program at George Mason University and Visiting Professor
at Georgetown University. He serves as founding editor of
the Arab Studies Journal, a peer-reviewed research publi-
cation, co-producer/director of the award-winning docu-
mentary film, About Baghdad, and director of a film series
on “Arabs and Terrorism.” He is currently working on

his book on Syria’s political economy, provisionally titled
The Political Economy of Regime Security: State-Business
Networks in Syria. Bassam recently directed a |new film
series on Arab/Muslim immigrants in Europe, titled The
“Other” Threat. He also serves on the Editorial Committee
of Middle East Report.

Arabic-language Programming Consultant

Manal Hassan is an 1T Consultant, experienced web de-
veloper and designer and a Foss enthusiast, currently in
South Africa. Her main interest is adapting and delivering
technology to non-technical experts, and training them in
making it their own. She co-founded the Egyptian GNU/
Linux Users Group (EGLUG) in 2004, and has extensive
experience in working with ngos, human rights activists,
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and children on web technologies and new media.

She won the Best of Blogs (BoBs) and Reporters without
Borders award together with her husband in 2005.
Hassan’s specialties include Drupal, HTML, PHP, CSS,
training, Linux, foss, websites, portals, multilingual
websites, RTL designs, mentoring, Drupal theming.

Advisory Board Member/NGo Director

Steven Keller has served since January 2006 as country
director in the West Bank and Gaza for America-Mideast
Educational and Training Services (AMIDEAST), a private,
nonprofit organization that strengthens mutual under-
standing and cooperation between Americans and the
peoples of the Middle East and North Africa. Prior to his
current post, Steven worked at amideast’s headquarters
for more than three years heading up the organization’s
new business and program development. His interest in
and focus on education and development in the Arab
World began in Tunisia, where he served during the early
nineties as a volunteer in the United States Peace Corps.
His experience also includes working as an independent
contractor for usaid in Washington, dc as well as a year-
long graduate internship at the Galilee Society—The Arab
National Society for Health Research and Services—which
strives to achieve equitable health, environmental and
socio-economic conditions for Palestinian Arabs in Israel.
Mr. Keller holds a Master’s degree from the Center for
Contemporary Arab Studies, part of Georgetown Uni-
versity’s School of Foreign Service, as well as a Bachelor’s
degree from the College of Architecture and Urban Stud-
ies at Virginia Tech. He currently lives in the West Bank in
Ramallah, Palestine.

Advisory Board Member/Anthropologist and Editor
Laurie King holds a Ph.D. in social anthropology and
Middle Eastern Studies from Indiana University-Bloom-
ington. She has done anthropological field research among
Palestinian citizens of Isarel, and in post-war Beirut. King
is currently managing editor of the Journal of Palestine
Studies, the quarterly journal of the Institute of Palestine
Studies (published by the University of California Press),
and was editor in chief of Middle East Report (MERIP)
from 1998-2000. Laurie King is co-founder of the online
news sources, Electronic Intifada, Electronic Iraq, and
Electronic Lebanon. King is also currently an adjunct
faculty member in the Master of Arts in Arab Studies
Program at Georgetown University.
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Advisory Board Member/Journalist and Film Writer
Lynn Maalouf manages the Lebanon program of the
International Center for Transitional Justice (www.ictj.
org), a New-York based human rights ngo, focusing on
such issues as the missing and enforced disappearances,
political initiatives dealing with post-war reconciliation,
and archiving. She is the Beirut correspondent for the
English-language service of Radio France Internationale
and was formerly a correspondent for The Washington Post.
She is a board member and contributor to the Institute for
Women’s Studies in the Arab World’s publication Al Raida,
affiliated with the Lebanese American University. Prior to
that, she was editor of the English-language website of the
pan-Arab publication Al Hayat between 2002 and 2004,
and then became correspondent of Radio France Interna-
tionale, covering the assassination of Prime Minister Rafic
Hariri and the ensuing political developments until 2006.
She has written a script for a short film that is currently in
production, and co-written a script for a feature film, select-
ed at the Sundance Screenwriters’ Lab in November 2006.

Advisory Board Member/Literature Scholar

Marcy Newman joined the faculty of Al Najeh University
in Nablus, Palestine in the fall of 2008. She has taught

at Boise State University, American University of Beirut,
the University of Jordan, and Al Quds University. She is

a scholar, teacher and activist invested in human rights.
She teaches comparative American/Middle East literature
courses. She is the editor of Jessie Redmon Fauset’s The
Chinaberry Tree & Selected Writings, The Sleeper Wakes:
Harlem Surge Stories by Women and the author of Beyond
Slash, Burn, and Poison: Transforming Breast Cancer
Stories into Action.

Project Director

Laila Shereen Sakr is an Egyptian- American poet, graphic
designer, editor, community organizer, and digital artist,
having spent twelve years in Washington, D.C. working
in the fields of publishing and design on issues related

to the Middle East for Georgetown University’s Center
for Contemporary Arab Studies, Al Hayat newspaper,
and Quilting Point Productions. Currently in the San
Francisco Bay area, she has lived and worked in the U.S.,
in Egypt, and served in the U.S. Peace Corps in Morocco
(RPCV 1993-1995). Her most recent work includes a
video and co-designed website for “Conversation Map,
an exhibit in the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art’s
show The Art of Participation: 1950 to Now (Novem-

ber 2008 - February 2009). Shereen Sakr was recently
commissioned to build a social networking site by the
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graduate division at ucsc and to design a graphical user
interface for The Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Islamic Studies
Program’s Islamopedia project at Harvard University. She
experiments with live and recorded video remixing as part
of a conceptual art project, vy Um Amel. With an ma in
Arab Studies from Georgetown University (1998), she will
receive an MFA in Digital Arts/New Media from uc Santa
Cruz in June 2009. See http://www.lailashereen.com.
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NOTES

1 Chela Sandoval, Methodology of the Oppressed
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2000).

2 Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Random
House Publishers, 1978), 259.

3 Bruno Latour, Reassembling the Social: An Introduc-
tion to Actor-Network-Theory (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2005).

4 Kathryn M. Coughlin, Muslim Cultures Today: A
Reference Guide (Greenwood Press, 2006).
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